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Risk and Protective Factors

Alterable risk factors - the behaviors or practices of the student, family, peers, school, or community that
are predictive of dropping out.

* Amenable to intervention by educators, youth advocates, parents, and students.

¢ Useful for identification, guiding intervention, and evaluating impact.

School-based efforts to engage students and promote school completion should focus
on alterable risk factors — those that interventionists can ameliorate. School personnel
will find the distinction between indicators of disengagement (risk factors) and facilitators
of engagement (protective factors) helpful.

Status risk factors - historical or demographic characteristics of the student, family, peers, school, or
community, such as socioeconomic status, age, gender, or ethnicity.

* Not readily amenable to change, if at all.

¢ Useful for evaluating the gap in outcomes among high-risk populations.

Protective factors - the behaviors or practices of the student, family, peers, school, or community that act
as buffers against the effects of status risk factors.

Alterable Risk and Protective Factors Associated with School Dropout
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Check & Connect is a comprehensive student engagement intervention developed Institute on Community |n’[egrati0n
at the Institute on Community Integration, University of Minnesota, and implemented by
schools nationwide. For more information, visit checkandconnect.umn.edu.




